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some 27 million American small businesses 
represent more than 99 percent of all employ-
ers, provide 51% of private sector employment 
and 45% of its payroll, and produce approxi-
mately 50% of the nation’s private, nonfarm 
GDP. I could not overstate the importance of 
the nearly 66,000 small businesses I have the 
privilege of representing to the economy of 
Northern and Central New York. 

The importance of this measure to small 
businesses is evident by the fact that it is sup-
ported by a coalition that includes the Alliance 
of Visual Artists, American Homeowners 
Grassroots Alliance, Associated Builders & 
Contractors (ABC), Association for Enterprise 
Opportunity (AEO), National Association for 
the Self-Employed (NASE), National Federa-
tion of Independent Business (NFIB), National 
Small Business Association (NSBA), Profes-
sional Photographers of America, Small Busi-
ness & Entrepreneurship Council, Small Busi-
ness Legislative Council (SBLC), and Women 
Impacting Public Policy (WIPP). The Home Of-
fice Deduction Simplification Act is also sup-
ported by the SBA Office of Advocacy. 

Given the importance of small businesses to 
our economy, it is imperative that Congress 
act when presented with opportunities to re-
duce or remove costly regulatory burdens. The 
current home office deduction presents such 
an opportunity, which Congress can reduce, 
by enacting the Home Office Deduction Sim-
plification Act. Accordingly, I ask my col-
leagues to join with Mr. SCHRADER and me to 
enact this important measure. 
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HONORING ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
AND THE INDY SPORTS FOUNDA-
TION 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 17, 2009 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise in recognition of Saint Patrick, the 
patron saint of Ireland. As we celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day, I would like to honor the Indy 
Sports Foundation for their continued dedica-
tion in civic engagement and preservation of 
the rich Irish heritage in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

The Indy Sports Foundation has done an 
excellent job of hosting the Annual Indianap-
olis St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Celebration 
along with the Annual Shamrock Run/Walk. 
With nearly 2,000 participants and over 20,000 
spectators, the Indy Sports Foundation cele-
brates the vibrant Irish culture and Irish con-
tributions to American society. 

For the past 25 years, the Indy Sports 
Foundation has played an invaluable role in 
our community to promote athletics and youth 
engagement They have sponsored events 
such as the Special Olympic Camps, summer 
programs for disabled children, and provided 
mentorship for children from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

Each year, the Indy Sports Foundation rec-
ognizes an outstanding individual who’s dy-
namic and selfless contributions have im-
pacted the public good. I would like to con-
gratulate Pat Cronin, the first female to be 
named ‘‘Indianapolis Irish Citizen of the Year.’’ 
I thank her for her service to the Irish commu-
nity and her ceaseless efforts to advance the 
philanthropic mission of the Indy Sports Foun-
dation. 

I urge my colleagues to join me this St Pat-
rick’s Day in recognizing the Indy Sports 
Foundation for their ongoing involvement in 
the Greater Indianapolis community. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF LOWER BRULE 
AND CROW CREEK TRIBAL COM-
PENSATION ACT 

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 17, 2009 

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker, 
today I am pleased to reintroduce the Lower 
Brule and Crow Creek Tribal Compensation 
Act. This bill would fully compensate the 
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe and the Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe in South Dakota for the lands that 
they lost as a result of the federal govern-
ment’s construction of the massive dams on 
the main stem of the Missouri River. 

The Lower Brule Sioux Tribe and the Crow 
Creek Sioux Tribe reservations border on the 
Missouri River in central South Dakota and 
are connected by the Big Bend Dam. The 
1944 Flood Control Act flooded and devalued 
tribal lands. The flooding also took an enor-
mous toll on the people of both tribes and 
their economies. It is critically important that 
we seek to fully reimburse these tribes for the 
lands they lost. 

Congress created a trust fund for the Crow 
Creek Sioux Tribe in 1996, and a separate 
trust fund for the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe in 
1997. These trust funds sought to compensate 
the tribes for the value of their land that is now 
permanently inundated as a result of the con-
struction of the Big Bend Dam. 

Regrettably, the compensation amounts var-
ied between separate but similarly-situated 
tribes along the Missouri River. The result was 
unfair and inadequate compensation trust 
funds for Lower Brule and Crow Creek, and 
therefore, Congress should revisit the com-
pensation levels provided to these tribes in the 
1990s. This act is designed to create consist-
ency among the affected tribes and to bring 
some long-overdue closure to the people of 
Lower Brule and Crow Creek. 

Compensation for these tribes would give 
the tribes the tools they need for economic re-
covery in the face of lasting impacts from the 
1944 Flood Control Act. This compensation 
would enable the tribe to improve their com-
munity facilities and fix their roads. It would 
mean better health care and newer schools. 
Most importantly, it would mean a real chance 
for these tribes to provide future generations 
with the tools that so many of us take for 
granted. 

I am hopeful that the House will move 
quickly in the 111th Congress to advance this 
important legislation. An earlier version of this 
bill was reported by the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs in the 108th Congress and ulti-
mately passed the Senate. In the 109th Con-
gress it was amended in the Senate after fur-
ther hearings and then reported. In the 110th 
Congress, the Committee on Natural Re-
sources Water and Power Subcommittee held 
a legislative hearing on an identical bill. 

In closing, I respectfully ask my colleagues 
to support the Lower Brule and Crow Creek 
Tribal Compensation Act and work with me to 
enact legislation that would fairly and appro-

priately compensate members of the Lower 
Brule and Crow Creek Sioux Tribes. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE PATHWAY 
FOR BIOSIMILARS ACT 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 17, 2009 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, the field of 
biotechnology is the future of medicine. Sci-
entists and doctors are just beginning to 
scratch the surface of the potential to harness 
the extraordinary power of biology and the as-
tounding natural processes which occur in the 
human body, in animals, and in other living or-
ganisms to advance breakthrough medical dis-
coveries and treatments. While ordinary phar-
maceuticals primarily treat the symptoms of a 
disease or illness, biotechnology products— 
‘‘biologics’’—can be manipulated to target the 
underlying mechanisms and pathways of a 
disease. 

Through the study of biotechnology, the po-
tential exists to develop effective treatments 
for cancer and AIDS, many of which are al-
ready saving lives. We will cure diabetes. We 
will prevent the onset of deadly and debili-
tating diseases such as Alzheimer’s, heart dis-
ease, Parkinson’s, multiple sclerosis and ar-
thritis. We will save millions of lives and im-
prove countless more. 

The development of biologics is expensive 
and extremely risky. Bringing a biologic to 
market can require hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in research and development costs and 
can take several years. For every successful 
biologic, there are another 10 or 20 that do 
not pan out, making the incentives for invest-
ment in this field extremely sensitive for any 
changes in the regulatory structure for bio-
logics. 

In 1984 the highly successful Hatch-Wax-
man Act was enacted, establishing a new 
market for generic versions of pharma-
ceuticals. Today, patients can buy generic 
drugs that are safe and save them money 
compared with brand name drugs. The Path-
way for Biosimilars Act will accomplish the 
same thing for biologics. 

In the relatively young industry of bio-
technology, many of the original patents on 
biologics are beginning to expire and it’s ap-
propriate for Congress to consider how ‘‘fol-
low-on’’ biologics or ‘‘biosimilars’’ are consid-
ered and approved by the FDA, and the im-
pact these products will have on patient health 
and safety, health care costs, and incentives 
for innovation. 

As a primary matter, it’s important to recog-
nize that traditional ‘‘small-molecule’’ pharma-
ceuticals and biologics are fundamentally dif-
ferent in their development, their manufacture 
and their chemical makeup. A traditional 
small-molecule drug is manufactured through 
synthesis of chemical ingredients in an or-
dered process, and the resulting product can 
be easily identified through laboratory anal-
ysis. A biologic is a large, complex molecule, 
which is ‘‘grown’’ in living systems such as a 
microorganism, a plant or animal cell. The re-
sulting protein is unique to the cell lines and 
specific process used to produce it, and even 
slight differences in the manufacturing of a 
biologic can alter its nature. As a result, bio-
logics are difficult, sometimes impossible to 
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